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old monastic orders had been re-established in all their former
rigour, and their head, the Dalai Lama (the Lama as big as the
ocean), was once more recognized as their spiritual shepherd by
one-quarter of all the people on earth. He was to be assisted in his
task by the Pantshen Lama or Glorious Teacher, who was to be a
sort of vice-pope. The method of succession has never been
changed*
When either the Dalai Lama or the Pantshen Lama dies, the
survivor sends for a list of all the male children born in Tibet
immediately after the demise of his colleague, for the spirit of the
dead man must now live in one of those babies. After prolonged
prayers, three names are chosen, and these names are written on
slips of paper. These are then thrown in a golden casket provided
several centuries ago for the occasion by one of the Chinese
emperors. Then the abbots of all the great monasteries of Tibet
gather together in the immense palace of the Dalai Lama. There
arc 3000 such monasteries in the country, but only a few arc big
enough to send delegates to this Buddhistic college of cardinals.
After a week of fasting and praying, they draw one name out of
the golden casket The child who bears that name is held to be
the reincarnation of the Buddha and is surrendered to the monks
to be prepared for his task.
His fate is not a very happy one. It is to the advantage of the
powerful abbots to keep him, in the background and to make him
a weakling, so that he may do their bidding and let them live
comfortably at the expense of the other two-thirds of the popu-
lace, who arc not monks but who arc engaged in some productive
labour and must therefore support their spiritual mentors. Should
the poor youngster prove * difficult,* then there arc several subtle
ways and means to allow htm to * return to Paradise/ Does he
come up to the expectations of his tutors, then he leads a terribly
dull and monotonous existence until lack of exercise and bore-
dom bring it to an end.
Nevertheless and notwithstanding, the system continues. Sys-
tems of that sort always do, whether 12,000 feet up in the air
or at sca4cvcL As for the mountain-ranges which protect Tibet
against its neighbours from the south, and which protect it so well